
I and the 2015 conference committee are excited to welcome you along with 650 of your advising 
colleagues to Indianapolis, IN for the regional conference, "Crossroads IN Advising" from April 8-10, 
2015. We are confident that you will have a productive and entertaining experience in Indianapolis.   

Here are some answers to the most frequently asked questions: 

LOCATION:  All Region 5 conference sessions, will be held at the Indianapolis Sheraton City Centre 
Hotel  31 West Ohio Street Indianapolis, Indiana 46204 

PARKING at the Indianapolis Sheraton City Centre Hotel:  Overnight self ($12 daily) is available at the 
hotel.  Guests have in and out privileges through the day.  Sheraton self-parking at the $12/day rate is 
also available for conference participants not staying at the Sheraton.  Parking can be charged to a 
guest's room bill or through the pay machine on the first level at the garage entrance. 

PRE-CONFERENCE: These in-depth workshops are offered on Wednesday afternoon and are a great 
opportunity to dive into an advising related topic in depth in a workshop format.  There are still spots 
available for the pre-conference workshops. There is a small fee for the pre-conference 
workshops.  http://www.nacada.ksu.edu/Events-Programs/Events/Region-Conferences/Region-
5/Preconference-Workshops.aspx  
 
REGISTRATION:  Registration will be open (Indianapolis Sheraton City Centre Hotel Lower Level) during 
the following times:   
PLEASE check in BEFORE going to the Welcome Reception. 

 Wednesday, April 8 from 10a.m.-6p.m. 

 Thursday, April 9 from 7:00am-4:00pm  

 Friday, April 10 from 7:00am-9:30am  
We encourage you to pick up your conference materials at the registration table on Wednesday to avoid 
the long lines Thursday morning.   

VOLUNTEER:  Interested in volunteering at the conference?  If so, please review the details here.  This 
is a great opportunity to meet people, gain experience, and contribute to NACADA.  Volunteer 

WEATHER: In April you can expect an average high of about 60 and an average low about 40. April sees 
slightly more rainy days than sunny days with an average of 13 sunny days throughout the month. 
However, whether on the Bike Share with the Cultural Trail, Taxi/Uber, or Bus, public transportation is 
easily accessible. Also, with the hotel location being less than .25 miles from the historical Monument 
Circle and Circle Centre Mall, as well as walking distance from many outside locations, Indianapolis will 
be ready for you no matter the weather. Check 46204 (Indianapolis, Indiana) forecasts as the conference 
gets closer. 

DRESS:  Although there is no specific dress code for the conference, business casual is recommended. 

SCHOOL SPIRIT DAY:  On Thursday, April 9, we will observe a long-standing NACADA tradition, School 
Spirit Day.  Everyone is encouraged to show their academic pride by wearing apparel representing their 
institution.   

SOCIAL MEDIA:  If you use Twitter, please follow the #nacadar5 hashtag to interact with colleagues in 
Indy.  Also, please "Like" the NACADA Region 5 Facebook page as well. 
 
WIRELESS: FREE Wireless internet service is available throughout the Sheraton hotel rooms and hotel 
common areas. 

OPENING WELCOME RECEPTION:  Our conference will kick-off Wednesday, April 8, with the opening 
reception from 7:00-10:00pm at the Indianapolis Zoo Dolphin Pavilion. Transportation from the 
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conference hotel will begin at 6:15pm and run continuous round-trips until 10:45pm.  ADA vans will be 
available. FREE parking will be available at the zoo. The NACADA Region V Dolphin Show will start at 
8;00 pm. There will be some fair style snacks and a cash bar. Please join us for this amazing networking 
opportunity! 

DINNER WITH A GROUP:  Want to experience more of what Indianapolis has to offer, while networking 
and having fun over dinner?  You can sign up now through the below links for our fun and local locations. 
Or you can stop by the hospitality desk, Wednesday (before noon), or Thursday (before noon) to sign up 
during the conference.   Wednesday Sign-Up  Thursday sign-up 
Wednesday will be quick meal options at either the Monument Circle or Circle Centre Mall (all less than a 
half of a mile from the hotel). Groups will walk to the Circle or the Mall then have a variety of options to 
choose from (see link below for list). Your walk will provide an opportunity to experience some of 
Indianapolis’ downtown culture. Groups will be back in time to take the shuttle to the Opening Reception 
at the Indianapolis Zoo. Sign up today Wednesday Sign-Up. 
Thursday we have reserved seven great restaurants, some unique to Indianapolis, located downtown 
that highlight why Indianapolis was selected to host the Super Bowl in 2012. Click on the link to see more 
about the seven restaurants selected and to reserve your seat today! All restaurants are within a half of a 
mile of the hotel and we will be back before the 8:00 reception. Sign up today Thursday sign-up 

COMMON READING:  Please join us for NACADA's Common Reading Session on Thursday, April 9, 
from 5:00-6:00 pm.  Prior to the conference, you are invited to prepare for a discussion of best practices 
in strengths-based academic advising. The Common Reading dialogue increases conceptual awareness 
to enhance academic advising practice through scholarship and promotes new opportunities 
to positively impact the student experience.  Please add your voice to the dialogue!   

DESSERT RECEPTION & INDY PROV PERFORMANCE: Join us after dinner on your own for a bit of 
revelry as we celebrate the close of the first full day of the 2015 NACADA Region 5 conference. Enjoy 
desserts and drinks with a breathtaking view of the City of Indianapolis at night.  Then stick around to 
enjoy laughs and entertainment provided by the Indianapolis Emmy Award nominated improvisation 
comedy troupe IndyProv.  
 
FUN RUN: Fun Run - We are having a fun run on the Culture Trail at the NACADA Region V conference 
on Friday, April 10 at 6am.  This is an untimed, casual run open to anyone interested.  You can walk, roll, 
jog or run at your own pace. Sign up here. 

DOOR PRIZES:  Facilitate some fun for your colleagues and promote your 
office/department/program!  Donate items from your institution, such as coffee mugs, bags, t-shirts, 
etc.  Prizes will be drawn during breakfast on Friday, April 10th.  Bring your donations with you to the 
conference and drop them off at the registration table when you first arrive.  

DISCOVER Indianapolis: Follow us on Twitter (#nacadar5) and Facebook (NACADA Region 5) for the 
best outing ideas. Every other week, beginning February 9th, we will be highlighting some of Indy’s unique 
destinations so you can experience why Indianapolis made The New York Times “52 Places to Go in 
2014”.  

 Sign up under now for great (quick) walking tours of downtown, while having laughs over great 
food at seven already reserved restaurant locations, many unique to Indianapolis. Options for 
Wednesday and Thursday available. Wednesday Sign-Up  Thursday sign-up 

 When you get to the conference, be sure to come to the hospitality table (located next to the 
check-in) for other great information/ideas from Indianapolis locals. 

 Here is a great website that shows you many different options for downtown Indianapolis: 
http://www.downtownindy.org/  

FIRST-TIME ATTENDEES:   
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 Orientation:  If this is your first NACADA conference, be sure to attend the NACADA Orientation 
for First-Time Attendees on Wednesday, April 8 from 4:15pm-5:00pm.  This session will allow you 
to connect with other first-timers and NACADA leadership so that you can get started on your 
pathway to a great conference experience. 

CONFERENCE SESSIONS:  The conference schedule is listed on the NACADA website.  You will 
receive a printed program when you check-in at registration.  Arrive early and get a head start by 
attending one of our preconference workshops.   

NACADA RESEARCH SYMPOSIUM: If you are interested, the NACADA Research Symposium will take 
place after the conference and is still open for registration.  Please register using the following link 
http://www.nacada.ksu.edu/Events-Programs/Events/Research-Symposium.aspx 

Looking forward to seeing you soon! 

 
Sincerely, 

 
Deb Dotterer   Josh Morrison                          Theresa Hitchcock    
Region V Chair   Conference Co-Chair               Conference Co-Chair 

Dotterer@msu.edu  josjomor@iu.edu                       thehitch@indiana.edu   
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